Op-Eds L B The time is right. Your public is
and ~calling. Now how will you turn

Commentary ~ mountains of data and research
Into a short op-ed?
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. ABOUT PROGRAMS WHO WE ARE RESOURCES
Profect

Whoever tells the story

WRITES HISTORY

The OpEd Project's mission is to change who writes history.

We are a community of thought leaders, journalists, commentary writers and activists
who proactively share our skills, knowledge and connections across color, creed, class, age,
ability, gender, orientation, and beyond. Through our programs we elevate the ideas and
knowledge of underrepresented expert voices, including women, and to accelerate
solutions to the world’s biggest problems--problems that cannot be solved justly or
sustainably without a diversity of voices, expertise, experience and identity. We have
stunning results. We believe the best ideas, regardless of where they come from, should

have a chance to be heard and to change the world.

The OpEd Project is an Echoing Green Project.
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Policy Network
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OP-ED ACCELERATOR

Op-eds are a promising tool to promote conversations about why science and technology topics are important to all members of

society.

We are excited to be collaborating with Science Rising to help individuals compose, target, and submit compositions to their state and local and
newspapers. Our goal is to support writers who can help spread evidence-informed ideas and concise calls-to-action to people and communities
who may not consume mainstream scientific news. We believe that hearing a community member’s voice (yours!) is a more powerful way to
create change.

Read more below for our expected timeline & guidelines and please feel free to reach out to opeds@scipolnetwork.org with any questions!

OP-ED ACCELERATOR TIMELINE & GUIDELINES

https://scipolnetwork.org/page/oped-accelerator
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Stanford profiles

As early-career scientists and engineers working at the intersection of

By Sindhu Nathan, et al.
Stanford Grad Student &

science and society, we represent the next generation of leaders in science

policy. Over the past four years, we have helped reshape how the scientific

SSPNVIember
SETHICSTT OANIAT == Hor mmmocnn im ths -~ nlH o] Brgeess: we marched for science and
SClence P()l](}y Can t Be Slmply 1e National Science Policy Network. As
ab()ut Sclence residency nears, we recognize that our

dministrations with greater

As early-career researchers, we argue that it also has to prioritize justice and social equity
and evidence-based policymaking, the

By

Y . .
Kavitha Chintam, Jennifer L. Brown, Brian S. Canter, Ryan B. Dudek, Marie Fiori, Sarah Hall, Christopher Jackson, Sindhu Nathan, Bernat Navarro-Serer, Meredith Schmehl, Melody Tan, 3 Worklng to ensure that our eVO]Vlng

Meredith Ward, Caitlin Warlick-Short, Isabel Warner

on April 22, 2021




Spreading Your Message
Sindhu Nathan m

A Target your lebllcatlon *@ Sindhu Nathan @_sindhu42 - Apr 22

"..the scientific community must continue working to ensure that our

A Th I n k abo U-SOCIaI m ed I a :éiliz;rj? scientific enterprise is committed to racial, economic and social
A TWG et & pOSt tO yo ur Excited to share my first op-ed out today in @sciam co-authored with some
. of greatest #SciPolPals!
accounts first & tag
others

A Kickstartthe issue

11 Sindhu Nathan Retweeted

Stanford Science Policy Group @SpgStanford - Apr 22

776G A powerful op-ed about justice and social equity in science policy, co-
authored by our VP @ _sindhu42!

ﬁ Sindhu Nathan @ sindhu42 - Apr 22

"..the scientific community must continue working to ensure that our
evolving scientific enterprise is committed to racial, economic and social

equity.”

Science Policy Can't Be Simply about Science
As early-career researchers, we argue that it also has to prioritize justice
and social equity

Excited to share my first op-ed out today in @sciam co-authored with
some of greatest #SciPolPals! scientificamerican.com/article/scienc...

& scientificamerican.com
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Sindhu Nathan @ _sindhu42 - Apr 22

S S/0O to our amazing @scipolnetwork author team! @thakavic Jennifer Brown
@CrianBanter @RB_Dudek @marie_fiori @bmesarah @Chwistofu @bnserer
@MeredithSchmehl @melodytantx @merelairward @CaitlinAShort
@izzypie101
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Sindhu Nathan Retweeted

é\ Bent Group @BentGroup - Apr 22

¥ Anop-ed in Scientific America about the (hopeful) future of Scientific Policy,
co-authored by current group grad student Sindhu Nathan!

& sindhu Nathan @ sindhu42 - Apr 22
"..the scientific community must continue working to ensure that our




Spreading Your Message

National Science Policy Network (NSPN) @scipolnetwork - Oct 9 eos
Are you interested in learning how to craft an impactful op-ed for your
local community? Join @lucianaherman on Oct. 16 from 2-4 PM EDT for an

A Reframe the debate
A Deepen d ISCUSSlon ir;]te.racltive workshop to prepare you to publish a #scipol op-ed of your
A Heighten your Cred|b|I|ty Register at bit.ly/33vHIDF by TOMORROW, 10/10!
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Visited &) Getting Started m Welcome to Regustrar ... . Weekly Digest Process...
« Q. *Thomas Ken Lew"
4 Search filters
@' Home Top Latest People Photos Videos People
From anyone 0
H Explore o n o " 1 People you follow @)
Location
age e Stanford Health Care Tri-Valley @SHC TriValley - May 9, 2020
Notifications . : . 3 RS
"Preventive care in the best of times can reduce health risks in the worst Aywhere o
of times." Thomas Ken Lew, an attending physician at Stanford Health Near you O
8 Messages Care-ValleyCare, writes about the health issues that can make people
more likely to get very sick from COVID-19.
Advanced search
B LLists
usatoday.com A
BESka Severe coronavirus is more likely if you neglect yo... What’s happening
m ooKkmarks Many of our sickest coronavirus patients have =
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@ "Fear of contracting COVID-19 should not stop you from seeking medical Trending with Maliba
@ More care when you need it. It is easier than ever to make an appointment with
your doctor through telephone visits and video chats,” writes Stanford Trending In United States
Health Care-ValleyCare's Thomas Ken Lew. Mike Pence
7'5]0 rl"":':lf'
mercurynews.com Entertainment - Trending
Opinion: Don’t let COVID-19 fears stop you from ... #AmericanDrag
A doctor’s advice: Delaying needed care can be
more dangerous than the virus itself. Only on Twitter - Trending
SLS Law &PolicyLab #Mondavmarning
@ plicyls 6,7671
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STANFORD
GLOBAL eee ) ( Following
HEALTH

Stanford Center for Innovation in Global Health
@StanfordCIGH

< Stanford Center for Innovation in Global ...
4,288 Tweets
© Stanford, CA (2 globalhealth.stanford.edu Joined July 2011

Following

1,108 Following 6,789 Followers

’U’L)E\ Followed by Environmental Justice Working Group at Stanford, Stanford HAI, and 27
- others you follow
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Stanford Center for Innovation in Global ...
4,292 Tweets
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Following

Tweets Replies Media Likes

Stanford Center for Innovation in Global H... @StanfordCI... - 28m
Happening tomorrow! #Stanford students, post-docs, residents, and
affiliates: Join us for an expert panel and skill-building session on global
health communications and advocacy on May 10!

@StanfordMed
@StanfordDeptMed
@StanfordJourn

globalhealth.stanford.edu/event/communic...

FEATURED PANELISTS PANEL MODERATOR

-
@ Janine Zacharia z
o

COMMUNICATING
FOR IMPACT:

Paul Costello

Britt Wray, PhD
SKILLS SESSION

MODERATORS

Alok Patel, MD | Q

Thomas Lew, MD

An expert panel on global health storytelling
and advocacy

May 10,2023 | Munzer Auditorium, Beckman Center

@
@
4:00-5:15 PM | Expert Panel K iating Kohs D
5:30- 6:30 PM | Skillbuilding session, op-ed writing ‘a‘ )
-

STANFORD < = 9
ANTHR 108 IMTVATON Cecilia Arradaza
GLOBAL .,
HEALTH .

Luciana Herman, PhD

®) T 49 ihi 43 &

Stanford Center for Innovation in Global He... @StanfordCI... -1h -«
New Anderson Collection art exhibit shines a light on the human-planet
relationship, with a focus on plastics. It includes the work of Jean Shin,
Denning Visiting Artist & artist-in-residence in the lab of Global Health
Faculty Fellow Dr. Desiree LaBeaud.
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Frame issue for an audience

wWho is your target audienca¥here will you publish?
wWhat example explains or resonates best with that audienc

wWhat are your values? What are their values?

wWhat are the phrases, images, or concepts that express y«
values in common terms?

wDoes your message leave anything important out? If |
does, is that a strategic choice? Have you anticipated
counterargument?

wCreate your central frame through key words that resonate
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Hook the reader with a compellintede

A A goodledehas an opening hook that seizes the
urgency and critical nature of thesue.

A Theledehas a motive that framethe problems and
may pointtoward the solution

A It should be direct and to the point.

A It should underscore why your issue matters.

A Ask yourself\VWhy today?



Stronglede tackles the issue head on

As a doctor, I've seen what an AES does to the body.
Unless we act, so will many Americans

I'd like to be able to tell my patients who've suffered
gunshot wounds that no one else will suffer the way
they have. | can't

Dr. Thomas K. Lew
Opinioncontributor
USA Today
04/23/23
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Hook

Motive

Theme

Hook / Motive / Theme

When | was in the operating room observing as surgeons
repaired the bleeding organs and frayed muscles of a
gunshot victim, one horrifying image came to mind:
shredded meat.

This was during my trauma rotation years ago in my medical training, and
by then, | had seen a few patients with gunshot wounds. But this
particular young man lying on the operating table in front of me was shot
with a semiautomatic rifle. The damage from any bullet to the human
body is astounding, but this was particularly terrifying.

These images have come to mind in recent days as we yet again have a
slew of gun violence across our great nation.

Something needs to be done; legislation finally needs to be passed to
address gun violence. And as a culture, we need to acknowledge that this
IS a problem that needs to be fixed.



S Hook / Lede
@ Motive / Theme
BREAKOUT
. SESSION




EVIDENCE:

Help them
UNDERSTAND

the iIssue and

your motive






Core Characteristics of Op-Ed
/| Where

1. Describes the problem in terms of WHO the major player/s are, sometimes framed as a
representative example.
2. Concisely states the problem or issue often in term of current policy or as a situation.

1. Explains why the issue is troubling. May offers reasons for changes to that policy or situation.

2. May signpost key options or approaches; sometimes this is simply stated as the status quo,
sometimes it includes alternatives that seek to remedy or address the problem.

3. May signpost the pros and cons of key options or may highlight the general trends in
addressing the issue.

4. References key data, examples, statistics, or scholarly analysis as evidence of WHY.

[ When

1. Recommends course/s of action or states findings that may lead to recommendations in future
policy work.

2. Offers supporting reasons for selecting or highlighting that course of action or findings.

3. May offer a timeline to carry out the recommendations.

1. Returns to the motive or central objective to underscore the urgency of the issue and/or
Importance of acting on the recommendations.



I'm a gun owner:I'm a sitting duck commonsense gun laws
ar

WHAT? We see be in a cycle where mass shooti appen, we are
upset, but then no guments are made that it Is

too soon after shootlng, or that poI|t|C|ans are politicizing a
tragedy, or that any gun legislation tramples Second
Amendment rights. Time goes on, and the issue fades to the
background.

Why ?guns are publlc healttrisiSjsurvived a mass shootirggand
all that divided on gun safety
How? Want fewer shoog g®. Passougher gun Iaws;)ur research
- shows lax laws fuel Vi :

WHO ?




Return
to motive

What can we do?

Conclusion -
Solution

We aren't helpless as a nation

But we as a nation are not helpless and can make a
change. We need to put pressure on our elected
leaders for more comprehensive gun control. We ne
to expand background checks and reinstate the fede
assault rifle ban, which was shown effective In
reducing mass shootings. We also need to be open
more studies on gun violence, research the
government has traditionally been resistant toward
putting money Into.

LOR fA1S (2 o6S lFotS a2
suffer the way they have, and that the mass shooting
shown so frequently on the news these days will slo
down and stop. | continue to hope this will be true, b
we need our elected officials to act, and to act now
before more lives are lost.



EVIDENCE: 3 Is a magic number

Personal experience: Staying in Las Vegas hotel when a
shooter fired an AR-15 into a music festival, killing 58 people.

ResearchWealso need to be open to morgudieson gun
violence, research the government has traditionally been

resistant toward putting money into.

Professional experience (returns to and resonates w/ personal
experience) Todaywhile | no longer am in the operating room, | still see
the effects of gun violence on my patients as a hospital medicine doctor.

Case study or exampledanyof those | have treated in the hospital have
become paralyzed from a bullet to the spine. They come in repeatedly for
Infections or blood clots from immobility. Others have mental health
difficulties or posttraumatic stress disorder from their experience with gun

violence.
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Evidence

and Data

Breakout




